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Dear Parents, Carers, Students and Community,  
ATTENDANCE 
This term we will again recognise and reward students with excellent attendance. Students with an attendance rate of 
95-100%  this term will receive an attendance award and be invited to participate in a reward afternoon, which will be 
held early Term 2 due to the many events in these last few weeks. Students who have had several days absence due 
to illness will be eligible as long as the school has received a medical certificate or note from parents. If your child 
misses out for Term 1, each student has the opportunity to start fresh in Term 2. We hope to see even more students 
being recognised for positive attendance than last year.  
 
EASTER HAT PARADE 
This years Easter Hat Parade will be held on Friday 7th April, in our school hall, commencing at 11.45am. Students in 
Years K-2 will be making Easter Hats at school for the parade and students from Years 3-6 are invited along to cheer 
on their buddies. Looking forward to seeing lots of family and friends on the day. 
 
STAFFING CHANGES 
Next term we welcome Mrs Tina Duffield who will be joining our school as a Deputy Principal supporting whole school 
leadership and management, as well as a strong focus of Instructional Leadership to support the teaching and 
learning of literacy and numeracy in Years 3-6. In addition, our school Chaplain position was advertised with, Bec 
Tanidis successful at gaining this position. Bec will also start at the beginning of next term and will be a great addition 
at supporting staff, students and our community. I know our school community will warmly welcome both Bec and Tina 
to our school.  
 
STEWART HOUSE CLOTHING APPEAL 
Every year Stewart House benefits financially from collections of clothing in schools. The Smith Family generously 
provides bags and undertakes the collection and pays Stewart House for each kilogram received. About $25,000 is 
raised each year from this collection. Bags are being sent home this week for the collection of clothing in good 
condition. The holidays provide a good time to clean out old clothes for this great cause. We ask that clothing bags are 
returned to our school for collection before Monday 1st May (Week 2, Term 2).  
 
ANZAC SERVICE 
On the first day back (for students), Wednesday 26th April, our school will be holding an ANZAC service in the school 
hall at 12.30pm. We invite our whole school community to be a part of this service. Parents, carers and members of 
our local community are invited to join us in remembering the heroism, bravery and sacrifice of everyday Australians 
who fought for our country. 
 
OPPORTUNITY CLASS – Parents of students in Year 4  
The Department of Education offers a small number of Opportunity Classes (OC) at some schools. Opportunity 
Classes cater for highly achieving academically gifted students who may otherwise be without classmates at their own 
academic and social level. If you would like to have your child considered for Year 5 opportunity class entry in 2018, 
you need to apply soon. Please speak with your child’s teacher if you are interested in applying, visit 
www.schools.nsw.edu.au/ocplacement or see the office staff for more information. 
 
STUDENT RETURN WEDNESDAY 26 APRIL 
I would like to wish all our staff, students and families a relaxing and safe holiday period and Easter. We look forward 
to welcoming back our students on Wednesday 26th April, the day after ANZAC day.   
 
SKOOLBAG APP 
Already 148 people have downloaded the Mt Warrigal SkoolBag app! I encourage all parents who have a ‘smart’ 
phone to download the app. Please note, when searching for the app, please search using the abbreviation for Mount, 
i.e. Mt Warrigal. You will notice our school logo. This is a quick and easy way to receive communication regarding our 
school, including newsletters.  
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Reading Levels 
Our teachers receive a lot of professional learning in assessing student needs and providing appropriate teaching and 
learning at individual levels. Parents may notice that their child’s reading ‘level’ changes as they acquire additional 
reading skills. The level of the text is only one area considered as students learn to read. As the reading levels 
increase, students will not move through the levels as quickly as they may have in younger years. This is because the 
emphasis of learning is developing a greater understanding of more complex texts. For this to happen, it is important 
that students are provided with a wider range of texts and genres to enhance and support developing comprehension 
skills.  
Parents may also notice that the ‘level’ text provided for home reading is lower than what the student is reading in 
class. Home reading books allow for students to master skills already learnt, develop fluency and a love of reading. 
The ‘instructional reading level’ read in class provides opportunities for the teacher to explicitly teach additional 
reading and comprehension skills necessary to become increasingly proficient. If you have any questions about books 
being sent home or your child’s progress, please don’t hesitate to talk to your child’s teacher.  
 
PAPER NEWSLETTERS 
As of next term, we will send paper newsletters home to those parents who request it. As a parent, I see firsthand the 
benefit of having the newsletter in digital form, however, please don’t hesitate to request a paper newsletter if you’d 
prefer. Our school will continue to provide paper copies of other notes, such as permission notes. Please complete the 
slip below if you still would like to receive the newsletter in paper form.  
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Paper Newsletter 

Please continue to send a paper newsletter home. 
Child’s name/s:   _________________________      __________________________     _______________________ 

Child’s class/s:  _________________________       __________________________     ______________________ 

Signed: _______________________________________________ Date: __________________________________ 

 
Kind regards         Kids Helpline  1800 55 1800  
Jodi Niedermayer        Crime stoppers 1800 333 000 
 
 

Stewart House School Clothing Appeal 2017 
Today we have sent home with all students a collection bag; if you have any clothing you would 
like to dispose of, they can be placed into this bag and returned back to our school office before 
the 1st May. 
The collection of these bags helps the Stewart House Appeal who helps students in need. 
 
International Competition and Assessments for School 
If your child is in Years 2- 6 and would like to participate in one or more of the ICAS assessments, 
please complete the registration form and return payment to school by Thursday 6th April. 
 

      Respect      LOOK, LISTEN 



 

 
 

Dates for Your Calender 
7th April EASTER HAT PARADE-commencing at 11.45am in School Hall–Raffle drawn 
7th April Last day of Term 1 
24th April Staff Development Day 
25th April ANZAC Day 
26th April ANZAC service at 12.30pm in school hall 
26th April Students return to school Term 2 
28th April Stewart House collection bag collection day 
5th May Mid-South Cross Country @ Blackbutt Reserve 
9th to 11th May NAPLAN 
12th May Mother’s Day Raffle 

 
  



Canberra Excursion 2017 
Please enjoy the excursion through the eyes of two of our students. 

 
 

 



     

 



         

 
 

   


